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TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS  
Explanation:  
Hit and Run Crashes – A crash resulting in colliding with a 
person, their personal property (including their motor 
vehicle), or a fixture, and failing to stop and identify oneself 
afterwards. 
 
Accident Within Construction Zone – A crash occurring in a 
posted construction zone.  
 
Accident Involving Police on Duty - A crash where one of the 
vehicles involved in the accident was a police officer on duty. 
 
Accident Involving Government Property - A crash involving 
damage to government property. 
 
Reported Accidents – Total number of accidents that 
resulted in injury or death of any person, any damage to 
government owned non-vehicle property to an apparent 
extent of $200 or more, or total damage to property owned 
by any one person to an apparent extent of $1,000 or more.  
 
Accident Involving Fatal Injury - An injury received in a traffic 
crash that results in death within thirty (30) days of the crash. 
 
Accidents that Involved Injuries – A motor vehicle traffic 
crash involving one or more persons who were physically 
harmed or who complained of physical harm but were not 
killed. 
 
 Accidents that did not Involve Injuries – A motor vehicle 
traffic crash that resulted in no apparent injury to one or 
more persons involved. 
 
Type of Units Involved in Accidents – A way of identifying a 
load vehicle or a pedestrian involved in a crash. There are 
seven general categories of unit type: 
Auto - Passenger car, police car, ambulance, etc. 
Truck - Utility truck, straight truck, fire truck, truck tractor 
(not attached, semi attached, double bottom), motor home.   
Motorcycle - Motorcycle, moped, motor scooter, etc.  
Bus - School bus, passenger bus, etc. 
Equipment - Farm tractor and other self-propelled farm 
equipment, other working machines (e.g. forklift, grader, end 
loader, etc.), railroad train, snow plow, snowmobile, all-
terrain vehicle, and miscellaneous. 
Bicycle - Every non-motorized device propelled by the feet 
acting upon the pedals including unicycles, bicycles, 
tricycles, etc. 
Pedestrian - Any person afoot (or using assistive devices). 
This includes someone getting on or off a vehicle. 
 
Number of People Injured In Accidents – An injury, other 
than fatal, that prevents walking, driving, or performing other 
activities that were performed before the crash or an injury 
that is not evident at the scene but that is claimed by the 

individual or suspected by the law enforcement officer or an 
injury other than fatal or incapacitating that is evident at the 
scene which includes known symptoms.  
 
Source: Milwaukee Police Department 
Validity: Updated Weekly (See layer title for exact dates).    
 
PROPERTY DATA  
Explanation: 
Foreclosed Property - Properties, as defined by the City of 
Milwaukee Department of City Development, identified as 
being foreclosed. 
City Owned Tax Foreclosed Properties - Parcels 
conveyed since January 1, 2006 with a conveyance type of 
"sheriff deed," and no conveyance fee. 
Bank Owned Foreclosed Properties - Parcels conveyed 
since January 1, 2007 with a conveyance type of "judgement 
- in rem action." 
 
Non Owner Occupied - Data set is determined by comparing 
the property address to the owners mailing address, if these 
two do not match the property is consider non-owner 
occupied 
 
Tax Delinquent - Data set contains a listing of parcels where 
the property tax has not been paid by that years deadline. 
 
Permits - Data set includes all current construction, plumbing 
and electrical permits for the City of Milwaukee. 
 
Property Service Requests - Data set represents the building 
inspection requests for the City of Milwaukee.  
 
Parcels- Outline of property. 
 
Residential Assessed Value - Data set represents the 
assessed value of each residential parcel in the City of 
Milwaukee. 
 
Neighborhood Strategic Planning Area - 18 Neighborhood 
Strategic Planning Areas (NSP) in the City of Milwaukee. 
 
Neighborhood - Factors used to define neighborhood areas 
are as followed: Subdivisions, major streets, physical and 
natural barriers, community group boundaries, housing 
styles, historic areas and residents’ opinions.  Creating 
Neighborhoods gives residents an opportunity to develop a 
sense of place, pride and belonging in relation to where they 
live. Neighborhood boundaries are defined by the City of 
Milwaukee Department of City Development. 
 
Source: City of Milwaukee Treasurer's Department, 
Department of Neighborhood Services, Community 
Development Grants Administration 
Validity: Updated as needed 
 

http://www.city.milwaukee.gov/CommunityDevelopment310.htm
http://www.city.milwaukee.gov/CommunityDevelopment310.htm
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DNS VIOLATIONS  
Explanation:  
Commercial - The Commercial enforcement Section is 
responsible for enforcing the building codes as they apply to 
all commercial businesses. Existing buildings are inspected 
for compliance with fire codes and building safety codes. 
 
Residential - The residential section inspects all residential 
properties including 1 and 2 family homes, condos and 
apartments. It enforces the Milwaukee Code of Ordinances 
on these properties as well as local, state and national fire 
codes on apartments. It responds to complaints, makes 
annual fire inspections on apartment buildings and provides 
support for neighborhood organizations. 
 
Condemnation - Due to neglect or age buildings fall into a 
state of disrepair and someone has to take care of the 
problem. If the owner fails to act, dangerous and unsound 
structures are demolished by the City and typically the costs 
are added to the property tax bill. This not only protects the 
neighbors, but help protect property values and removes a 
blighting condition. 
 
Construction - After a permit has been approved by the Plan 
Examination Section, work may begin on a project. During 
the different phases of a building project, various inspections 
are required. The Construction Section is responsible for 
these required inspections. 
 
Electrical - Electrical inspectors check the installation and 
modification of a building's electrical facilities. This includes, 
but not limited to all wiring and equipment associated to 
power, lighting, control, communication and life safety 
systems for all buildings 
 
Enforcement - The enforcement section, better known as the 
court section, is charged with taking unresolved orders and 
citations to correct violations to court. Typically this group is 
responsible for serving summons, verifying property 
conditions prior to court and reviewing the paper work 
required by the court. 
 
Nuisance - deal with situations related to the use of land or a 
building that may impact the health of neighbors and the 
community. They deal with inspectional services from 
asbestos removal to zoologicals in pool water. Among the 
primary services they deal with are nuisance garbage in 
yards, noise & light pollution, dangerous or nuisance 
animals, asbestos removal monitoring, pool inspection and 
licensing for animals. 
 
Plumbing – Plumbing inspectors check outside all storm 
sewers, sanitary sewers, water services, well and private 
sewerage systems. Inside the building or structure we 
inspect; storm and sanitary building drains, waste and vent 

piping, water distribution piping, plumbing fixtures, 
equipment and appliances. 
 
Zoning - The City of Milwaukee regulates what kind of 
activity goes on in various neighborhoods. Each parcel of the 
City is identified as being suitable for a certain type of 
residential or commercial use. The Department of 
Neighborhood Services investigates illegal or unpermitted 
usages. 
 
Source: City of Milwaukee Department Neighborhood 
Services. http://www.city.milwaukee.gov/DNSsections 
Validity: Updated weekly. 
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY  
Explanation: 
Community Learning Centers - Safe Places in Milwaukee 
Public Schools that specialize in student achievement, family 
and neighborhood development. 
 
Safe Places - Neighborhood resource centers for children, 
teenager and families open from 3pm - 9pm which offer 
recreation, academic enrichment, cultural and art activities, 
personal development, mentoring and nonviolent conflict 
resolution. 
 
Safe & Sound Boundary – 21 neighborhoods that 
encompass the Safe & Sound program. 
 
Firehouses - Location of Firehouse Stations for the City of 
Milwaukee. 
 
Police Stations - Location of Police District Station for the 
City of Milwaukee. 
 
Police Districts - As of July 12th 2009 the City of Milwaukee 
Police District Boundaries have been changed. Any past 
reports by Police District cannot be compared with reports 
generated after July 12th 2009. 
 
Source: Safe & Sound, Milwaukee Police Department, 
Milwaukee Fire Department.  
Validity: As needed 
 
CRIME  
 
DATA FROM SINCE JANUARY 1,  2005 CAN NOT BE 
COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS YEARS BECAUSE OF 
REPORTING DIFFERENCES BETWEEN NIBRS AND UCR 
STANDARDS. These records are incident level data defined 
by National Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS) 
codes 
 
Wisconsin Incident Based Report (WIBR) Group A offenses 
Explanation: 

http://www.city.milwaukee.gov/DNSsections


Community Mapping Metadata 
 

3 | P a g e  Prepared October 2009 

  

Homicide – The willful (non-negligent) killing of one human 
being by another. 
 
Assault - An attack by one person upon another for the 
purpose of inflicting severe injury. This type of assault 
usually is accompanied by the use of a weapon or by means 
likely to produce death or injury. 
 
Sex Offenses - Any sexual act directed against another 
person, forcibly and/or against their will; or, not forcibly or 
against the person's will where the victim is incapable of 
giving consent. Include crimes (Forcible Rape, Forcible 
Sodomy, Sexual Assault With an Object, Forcible Fondling, 
Incest, Statutory Rape) 
 
Robbery - The taking or attempting to take anything of value 
from the care, custody, or control of a person or persons by 
force or threat of force or violence and/or putting the victim in 
fear of immediate harm. 
 
Burglary - The unlawful entry of a structure (both residential 
and non-residential) with intent to commit a theft. 
 
Vehicle Theft - Theft or attempted theft of a motor vehicle 
 
Theft - The unlawful taking, carrying, leading, or riding away 
of property from the possession or constructive possession 
of another. 
 
Arson - Any willful burning or attempt to burn a building, 
motor vehicle, aircraft, or personal property of another. 
 
Criminal Damage To Property - Willfully injuring, damaging, 
mutilating, defacing, destroying or substantially impairing the 
use of any property in which another has an interest without 
the consent of such other person. 
 
Locked Vehicle Entry - Whoever intentionally enters the 
locked and enclosed portion or compartment of the vehicle 
of another without consent and with intent to steal. 
 
Source: Milwaukee Police Department 
Validity: Updated Weekly (See layer title for exact dates) 
 
CALLS FOR SERVICE  
Explanation: 
Shooting and Shots Fired – Calls made to a 911 operator about 

suspicion of either a shooting or shots fired and then dispatched to 
the Milwaukee Police Department. 

   
Source: Milwaukee Police Department 
Validity: Updated Weekly (See layer title for exact dates) 
 
MISC. MAPS  
Explanation: 
Streets - Local street network for the City of Milwaukee. 

 
Schools - Location of public, private, and religious K-12 
schools. 
 
Source: City of Milwaukee, EPIC (Empowering Parents for 
Informed Choices in Education), Milwaukee Public Schools 
Validity: Updated as needed 
 
COMMUNITY ASSETS  
Explanation: 
Emergency Feeding Organizations - Location of food 
pantries, meal programs, shelters, and infant needs 
programs. http://www.hungertaskforce.org 
 
Common Ground -  
 
Community Asset – Location of City of Milwaukee known 
and community added community services, educational 
services, faith based organizations and parks.  
 
Source: Hunger Task Force 
Validity: Updated as needed 
 
2000 CENSUS TRACT DATA  
Explanation: 
Total Population 2000 - All people, male and female, child and 
adult, living in the requested district area. 
 

Percent of Population That is Minority – All people who consider 
themselves Black, Hispanic, American Indians/Alaska 
Native or Asian and Pacific Islander. 
 

Median Age - The age classification is based on the age of 
the person in complete years as of April 1, 2000. 
 

Percent Households Headed By Females - The share of female-
headed householder families, no husband present, who 
have related children under 18 years of age. 
 
Percent Persons 25 or Older That Are High School Graduates - 
Include people whose highest degree was a high school 
diploma or its equivalent, people who attended college or 
professional school, and persons who received a college, 
university, or professional degree. Persons who reported 
completing the 12th grade but not receiving a diploma are 
not high school graduates.  These data include only 
persons 25 years old and over. The percentages are 
obtained by dividing the counts of graduates by the total 
number of persons 25 years old and over. 
 

Median Household Income, 1999 - Is the sum of money income 
received in the calendar year by all household members 15 
years old and over, including household members not 
related to the householder, people living alone, and other 
nonfamily household members. Included in the total are 
amounts reported separately for wage or salary income; net 

http://www.hungertaskforce.org/
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self-employment income; interest, dividends, or net rental or 
royalty income or income from estates and trusts; Social 
Security or Railroad Retirement income; Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI); public assistance or welfare 
payments; retirement, survivor, or disability pensions; and 
all other income. 
 
Percent Population Below Poverty, 1999 - Families and persons 
are classified as below poverty if their total family income 
or unrelated individual income was less than the poverty 
threshold specified for the applicable family size, age of 
householder, and number of related children under 18 
present. The Census Bureau uses the federal government's 
official poverty definition.  If the total income of a person's 
family is less than the threshold appropriate for that family, 
then the person is considered poor, together with every 
member of his or her family. If a person is not living with 
anyone related by birth, marriage, or adoption, then the 
person's own income is compared with his or her poverty 
threshold. 
 

Percent of Housing Units That Are Owner Occupied - The 
percentages are obtained by dividing the number of 
housing units by the number of housing units which are 
owner occupied. 
 
Percent Housing Units Constructed Before 1940 - The 
percentages are obtained by dividing the number of 
housing units by the number of housing units built before 
1940. 
 
Population Density - The # number of inhabitants per square 
mile of land area. This figure is derived by dividing the total 
# number of residents by the # number of square miles of 
land area in the specified geographic area. 
 
Percent Change in Population 1990-2000 - Difference in total 
population from 1990 to 2000. 
 
Percent Hispanic - Those people who classified themselves in 
one of the specific Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino categories 
listed on the Census 2000 questionnaire -"Mexican, 
Mexican Am., Chicano," "Puerto Rican", or "Cuban"-as well 
as those who indicate that they are "other 
Spanish/Hispanic/Latino." Persons who indicated that they 
are "other Spanish/Hispanic/Latino" include those whose 
origins are from Spain, the Spanish-speaking countries of 
Central or South America, the Dominican Republic or 
people identifying themselves generally as Spanish, 
Spanish-American, Hispanic, Hispano, Latino, and so on. 
 
Source: US Census Bureau 2000 SF1 & SF3 
http://www.census.gov 
Validity: Census 2000 
 
 

HEALTH   
Explanation: 
 
Lead Rates - Percent of tests which revealed high levels of 
lead rates. 
 
Source: Nonprofit Center of Milwaukee & City of Milwaukee 
Health Department. 
Validity: 1995-1999 
 
2005 Birth Density - Density layer showing the location of 
birth mother.  This is only intended for illustration purposes. 
 
Percentage Low Birth Weight - Percent of infants under 2500 
grams. 
 
Percentage Very Low Birth Weight - Percent of infants under 
1500 grams. 
 
Percentage Prenatal Care during Pregnancy - Initiation of 
prenatal care during first trimester of pregnancy. 
 
Percentage Smoking During Pregnancy - Percentage of 
mothers that smoked during pregnancy. 
 
Source: City of Milwaukee Health Department  
Validity: 1993-1999 
 
IMAGERY  
Explanation: 
Orthophoto - An aerial photograph that has been processed 
(via a scanning and rectification process) in such a way as to 
eliminate image displacement due to camera tilt and terrain 
relief, so that it represents every object as if viewed directly 
from above, as in a map which is usually in an orthographic 
projection.  An orthophoto combines the visual properties of a 
photograph with the geometric qualities of a map and offers a 
realistic visualization of the landscape. 

 
Source: Southeast Wisconsin Regional Planning 
Commission 
Validity: Spring, 2007 

   
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/

